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ities quoted. A special feature of the work consists of brief resumes 
of the progress made along social improvement lines in various coun- 
tries during the past year. These articles are too brief to be at all 
exhaustive and too evidently extempore to be scientific, yet they 
will serve to keep one who has not the time for more extensive read- 
ing in touch with these movements in other parts of the world. The 
directories of various societies and organizations and the bibliogra- 
phy of social and economic literature should prove helpful to those 
engaged in practical reform work, and they are not without interest 
to the student and general reader. The arrangement of the parts of 
the book is rather loose and unsystematic, but a very complete index 
at the end obviates any difficulties which might arise from this defect. 
Like all attempts at popularization of statistics, this is suggestive 
rather than satisfactory. It is not intended, however, to furnish 
material for exhaustive research work, but rather quotable figures 
for writers and speakers who treat social questions in a more dis- 
cursive way. c. w. d. 



MUNICIPAL STATISTICAL BUREAUS IN GERMANY. 

Besides the Imperial Statistical Office at Berlin and the Statis- 
tical Bureaus of the different German states, there were in existence, 
in 1903, 31 municipal statistical bureaus in the following cities: Al- 
tona, Aachen, Bremen, Berlin, Breslau, Chemnitz, Charlottenburg, 
Dresden, Dortmund, Dusseldorf, Elberfeld, Essen, Frankfurt a. M., 
Gorlitz, Hamburg, Hanover, Cologne, Konigsberg, Karlsruhe, Kiel, 
Leipzig, Lubeck, Munich, Magdeburg, Mainz, Mannheim, Nurem- 
berg, Plauen, Strassburg, Stuttgart, and Schoneberg. No other 
European country has such a large number of statistical bureaus. 
It is the purpose of these bureaus to acquire and diffuse useful sta- 
tistical information on subjects connected with municipal affairs. 
The bureaus were organized at different times, that of the city of 
Bremen being created in 1850, the Berlin statistical office in 1865, 
etc. In seven cities (Elberfeld, Dusseldorf, Nuremberg, Essen, 
Aachen, Schoneberg, Kiel) the bureaus have been founded since 
1900. Only 8 of all German cities having 100,000 or more inhabi- 
tants have at present no such institutions. A recent publication, 
entitled "Die deutsche Stadtestatistik am Beginne des Jahres 1903" 
(Tubingen, 1903), contains an interesting description of municipal 
statistics in Germany. The scope of the work assigned to the offices 
varies greatly. Primarily, it is their duty to perform the statistical 
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work ordered by the imperial or the state government. They are 
further required to conduct investigations for the respective munici- 
palities, to collect statistical data, published elsewhere, relating to 
social conditions in the cities. Although the work of the bureaus 
is regularly confined to some branches of administrative statistics, 
there are no statutory restrictions limiting their activities. Among 
the several branches of statistical work performed by the municipal 
bureaus, the most important subjects are those relating to popula- 
tion statistics, vital statistics, sickness and infirmity, migration, 
statistics of dwellings, occupation statistics, labor statistics, city 
finance statistics, etc. Some of the offices are engaged, in addi- 
tion to purely statistical tasks, in social economic research. The 
social economics of city government are, to a large extent, dependent 
upon statistical research: hence the combination of both, statistical 
and social economic work, is thought to render the most useful ser- 
vice. The bureaus publish the results of their inquiries in some form. 
Weekly bulletins are issued by the offices of Breslau, Berlin, Cologne, 
Konigsberg, Magdeburg, and Munich, which contain data on vari- 
ous matters. The bureaus of a number of other cities (Bremen, 
Charlottenburg, Chemnitz, Dresden, Diisseldorf, Hanover, etc.) 
issue monthly reports. The results of investigations are, as a rule, 
published in tabular form. Textual matter is contained only in a 
few of the reports. Twelve municipal statistical bureaus within the 
German empire issue annual reports, and some occasional bulletins. 
Most of the offices have no large regular personnel. Berlin, Ham- 
burg, Bremen, Leipzig, Breslau, and Mannheim are an exception to 
this rule. It is not possible here to enter into a more detailed de- 
scription of municipal statistics in Germany. Those especially in- 
terested in the subject will find valuable information in the publi- 
cation mentioned. H. Fehlinger. 
Vienna. 



DIVORCE. 

In the Annual Report of the National League for the Protection of 
the Family for 1903 the report of the corresponding secretary, Rev. 
Samuel W. Dike, LL.D., is of especial interest. It contains a brief 
resume of State legislation, during the year, affecting marriage and 
divorce and other family relations. It appears that with some few 
exceptions the general trend of this legislation is toward greater 
protection of the interests of the family. 

Some rather startling figures appear in the statistical part of the 



